PASTORAL LETTER
OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 2017

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters, Seminarians and
Laity of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
(John 1:14)

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

For Canadians it has been an extraordinary year of celebrations as we
commemorated the 150t anniversary of Canadian Confederation. Throughout
this great nation communities large and small found their own special way to
celebrate. On Canada Day throughout the land there were parades, picnics,
family and neighbourhood barbecues, and, of course, fireworks, bringing the
day to a glorious close. In each of our families, no doubt, we also celebrated
other events: a birthday, an anniversary, a wedding, or a graduation.
Celebrations have great meaning as long as we understand what is being
celebrated and why we celebrate it. And even if we don’t completely
understand a particular celebration, as is frequently the case in a multicultural
and diverse country such as ours, we can at least tell a joyful celebration from
a sorrowful one.

What does Christmas mean to us? Why do we celebrate it? How do we mark the
feast? Our consumer society certainly gives us enough notice of the “holiday
season” through endless commercials and advertising! We are urged to go to
Christmas parties, to make our holiday plans well in advance, to purchase gifts,
and to decorate our homes. On various radio and television talk shows we are
told to not wait till the last moment to purchase Christmas presents, to make
holiday plans early in order to avoid stress. We may even know people who
begin their Christmas gift shopping for the next year almost as soon as
Christmas is over, already thinking of the people to whom they will want to
give a gift, and thus purchasing presents throughout the entire year. We
probably also know people who wait till the very last minute to make plans and
purchase gifts, only to find that their lives have become topsy-turvy. Then the
Christmas celebrations come and go so quickly that all that seemingly remains
is an inner emptiness, the so called post-Christmas doldrums, or the after-
Christmas party blues. Is that the meaning of Christmas, a season of frenetic
commercial activity? Shouldn’t we at least question the motives of those who
kick off each “holiday season” with a “Black Friday?”



In the Gospel of Luke, the Angel of the Lord announces:

“Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” (2: 10-12)

Then the narrative continues:

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among those with whom he is pleased!” (2:13-14)

So, we are celebrating an event infinitely more important than Canadian
Confederation, a family member’s birthday or wedding anniversary. We are
celebrating the kind of Good News that comes only once in human history: the
birth of a Saviour, a Messiah. Christmas commemorates an event that continues
to impact the lives of all men and women of faith: the co-Eternal Son of God
became one of us, so that we might share in his Divinity.

Are we ready to celebrate the event, not materially, but spiritually? Did we
take advantage of the Philip’s Fast (Pylypivka-Advent) to spend extra time in
prayer? Did we limit our food intake and make personal sacrifices? Did we
especially think of the needy, both near and far, and engage in works of
charity? Did we take advantage of the Holy Mystery (Sacrament) of
Reconciliation so that we might be able to sing “God is with us—Emmanuel!”
with a pure and open heart? If we have, we truly understand and can
appreciate the real reason for the season. If we have not, it is never too late to
receive the new-born Saviour in the stillness of a joyful heart, for his message
of good news is offered to all men and women of good will. Let us ask for the
grace needed to understand the incredible significance of the event. Let us
pray, that we might have the courage to proclaim the truth about Christmas,
boldly and with faith.

Our rich liturgical poetry for the Feast proclaims:

Today heaven and earth unite, for Christ is born. Today God came to earth
in the flesh, and the human race was lifted up to the heavens. Today, for
the sake of all, He is seen in the flesh, the One Who by nature is invisible.
Let us glorify Him, singing: Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace
which Your coming has bestowed on us. O Saviour, glory to You!

May each and every one of you be blessed with a Christmas full of joyful and
profound celebration.

+ Lawrence Huculak OSBM, Metropolitan Archbishop of Winnipeg



+ Michael Wiwchar CSSR, Bishop Emeritus of Saskatoon

+ Severian Yakymyshyn OSBM, Bishop Emeritus of New Westminster
+ David Motiuk, Eparchial Bishop of Edmonton

+ Stephen Chmilar, Eparchial Bishop of Toronto

+ Ken Nowakowski, Eparchial Bishop of New Westminster

+ Bryan Bayda CSSR, Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon



) MACTUPCbKE NMOCJ/IAHHA
YKPAIHCbKUX KATOJIULIbKUX EMUCKONIB Y KAHAAI
3 HAroau nPA3H1KA PI3ABA rocnoAaHboro 2017

BceuwecHnm OTuam, npenogobHMM YeHuam i YepHuusam, CemiHapucTam Ta
MupaHam
YKpaiHcbKoi KatonmubKoi Llepksu B KaHagi.

| ChoBo cTaso TifIoM, i 0Cenmnocsa Mixx HamM, i MM cnaBy MOro Gauuau -
cnaBy €anHopogHoro Big OTus, 6narogaTTio Ta iCTMHOK CMOBHEHOrO.
(IBaHa 1:14)

XpucToc poxgaetbca! Cnasimo Moro!
Aopori bpatta i Cectpu,

Lle# pik 6yB oco6iMBMM ANst KaHaguiB, 60 M1 BigsHavanm 150-pivua KaHaacbKoi
KoHdeaepauii. Mo BciM KpaiHi, Benuki i mani rpomaam, KoxHa NO CBOEMY
cBATKyBasiM Lo nogito. Ha [leHb KaHaau ycroam BiabyBanmMca napagu, MiKHiKM,
ciMeMHi Ta TOBApMCbKi BeuvipkW, i, 3BMYaMHO, eepBepkM, fK TpiymdanbHe
3aBepLUEHHSA [HA. Y KOXHiM poauHi, 6e3 CyMHiBY, MM Bii3Ha4anu M iHWi noAif,
YPOAMHM, pivyHMUi, BeCinnAa uM BUNYCKHi. CBATKYBAHHA MalOTb BEJIMKE 3HAYEHHS,
AKWO MM PO3yMIiEMO, WO i YOMYy CBATKYETbCA. HaBiTb, AKWO MM iHOAI He A0
KiHLA pO3yMIiEMO Te YM iHLLE CBATO, AK YacTo 6YBa€E B TaKil 6araToKy/IbTypHiM Ta
Pi3HOMAHITHIM KpaiHi SK Halla, MM LOHAMMEHLLE MOXEMO BiZpi3HUTU pajicHe
CBATO Big CYMHOro.

OTKe, WO AN Hac oO3Havae Pi3gBo? YoMy MM HMOro CBATKYEMO? AK MM
BiA3Ha4YaEMO Ue ¢BATO? Hawe cnoxuBalbKe CycniibCTBO 3a40Bro Hanepej
Haragye HamM npo Hab/IMKEHHA “CBATKOBOr0 CE30HY” 6e3KiHEYHMMU peEKTaMaMM.
Hac cnoHykaTb MTH Ha Pi3gBaHi Bewipku, 3a3ganerigb niaaHyBaTH K NPOBECTH
ueM nepiog, KyrnyBaTW MOAAPYHKM i NMpMKpalaTy Hawi AOMIBKM. Y UMCENIbHUX
Tene- i pagionepefadyax Ham KaxyTb He BigK/J1aAaTM A0 OCTAHHbOrO MOKYMKY
pi3aBAHMX MOAAPYHKIB i NiaHyBaTM CBATA 3a3ganerifgb, WO0 YHUKHYTM CTpecy.
MU HaBiTb MOYKEMO 3HATMU TAKMX NOJEMN, KOTPi NMOYMHAIOTb KynyBaTH NOJAapyHKU
Ha HacTynHe Pi3aBo, AK Ti/IbKM 3aKiHYYHOTbCA LbOropivyHi CBATa, Maluu Ha AyMLUi
TUX, KOMY BOHM XO4YTb LOCb MoAapyBaTH, i TaKMM YMHOM KyNylOTb NOAAPYHKM
BNPOJOBX LiSIOro poky. MabyTb, MM 3HAEMO i TaKMX /OAEN, KOTPi YeKalTb A0
OCTaHHbOT XBM/IMHM, W06 3annaHyBaTH CBATA i NnpMAbGaTM NOAapyHKM, Mwe Wwob
YCBiAOMMUTU, WO B IXHE XKMTTA NpUMIWLIIO 6araTo Xxaocy. Toai PisaBaHi
CBATKYBaHHA NpMXO4ATb i BigxoAATb TaK LWBMAKO, WO 34A€ETbCA, 3a/IMLLAETLCA
Nvie BHYTPiWHA MNOpoXHe4ya, TakK 3BaHa nicaApisgBaHa Agenpecia abo
NiCNACBATKOBE MNPUrHiYeHHA. Yu ue € 3HavyeHHA PizgBa - Ce30H rapA4YKoBOi
KOMEpLiMHOT AianbHOCTI? UM He cnig Ham xoda 6 nouikaBMTUCSA, AKA MOTUBALIA B
TUX, IO 3aMyCKalTb “CBATKOBMM CE30H” po3npojarkamu “Y4opHoi n’ATHMLi”.

B €BaHrenii Big J/lyku, AHren FocnoAaHin nporosowye:



“He 6ilimecb, 60 A 38iwar sam sesuKy padicms, ujo byde padicmio
B8Cbo20 Hapody: (b0200Hi Hapodusca sam y Micmi /[asudosim
Cnacumensb, 8iH e Xpucmoc 'ocnodb. | ocb 8am 3HaK: Bu 3Halideme
oums cnosume, wo aexamume 8 acaax.” (/lyka 2:10-12)

Topai po3noBigb NPOAOBXKYETLCA:

“l BMumb npucmasna do aHzesna 8e/uKa cuia HebecHozo gilicbka, wWo
xganuna boza U npomosnsana: “Cnasa Ha sucomax boay U Ha 3emni
MUp 1100am Uo2o 8no0obaHHA.” (/lyka 2:13-14)

OTOX, MM CBATKYEMO NoOAil0, WO 6e3KiHeYHO Bax/MBiwa HiXX KaHaacbKa
KoHdenepauisa, ypoauHU YneHa CiM’i UM piyHMuA NoapYXXKA. MU CBATKYEMO Ty
[lobpy HOBMHY, fiIKa NpMXOAMTb NMLIE OAMH pa3 B iCTOpii NtoACTBa: HApPOAKEHHSA
Cnacutensa, Mecii. Pi3gBo BLUAHOBYE MNOAi0, AKa NPOAOBXYE NepeTBOpHBaTH
XUTTA BCix Moaen Bipu: CniBBiyHMM CMH BoXMM CTaB OAHMM 3 Hac, WO6 MM
MOr /I 6YTU yY4acHMKamMM Horo boxkecTtsa.

Y4 MM rotoBi CBATKYBATM LI MOAiI0, He MaTepiasibHO, a AYXOBHO? Y MM
ckopucTtanmca MNMuamniskoto (MepeapisaBAHMM NOCTOM) 414 TOro, Wo6 NpoBecTH
Oy/iblle Yyacy Ha MOAMTBI? UM MM obmexkyBanu cebe B iXi i pobmam ocobucTi
xeptBu? UM MM, 30Kpema, AyMasiM Npo MNOTPEOYHUMX, OAM3bKMX i JaneKux, i
YMHUAKM Aina munocepas? Y mu ckopuctanuca CB. TamHow MPUMMPEHHS, Wo6
morTtu 3acnisatv “3 Hamu bor, EMaHyin!” 4uctum i BigKpuTMM cepuem? AKLWO MU
ue BCe 3pobuau, Toai MM cnpaBAi PO3YMIEMO i LIHYEMO CNpaBKHIO MPUYMHY Li€T
CBATKOBOI NopM. AKLLO K Hi, TO HIKOAM He € Mi3HO NPUNHATM HOBOHAPOAKEHOIO
CnacuTensa B TMLWMHI pagicHoro cepus, 60 Moro Jo6pa HOBMHA MpM3HaYeHa Ans
BCix nwogen pobpoi Boni. [pociMo NnackuM, Heo6XigHOT AnA 3pO3yMiHHA
HeMMOBipHOT Bax/aMBOCTi wui€i noaiii. Monimoca, wo6 MmaTtu BigBary
nporosiowysaTu npasgy npo Pi3aBo, cMinunBo i 3 Bipoto.

Hawa 6ararta nitypriHa noesia CBATa ronocuTb:

Heb6o i 3emMna HUHi 3’€eOHanuca, Koau Xpucmoc Hapoouscs; HUHi boe
npulwos Ha 3eml, JuHa X Ha Hebo sulwa; HUHIi, 3a0AA
yosnosikonw6’a, 3 npupodu Hesuodumull, cmas suduMull MmisioM.
ToMy i Mu npocaasngaemo, kKaudyyu: Caasa bozosi Ha sucomax, i Ha
3emni Mup, wo tio2o dapysas Ham maili npuxid. Cnace Haw, - caasa
mobi!

Hexan KoxeH i3 Bac 6yae 6/1aroc/ioBeHHUM Pi3BOM, L0 CMOBHEHE pajicTio Ta
rNIMOOKMM CBATKYBAHHSAM.

+ JlaBpeHTin MNyuynsak, YCBB, MmutponoamT BiHHiNE3bKUM

+ Muxain Bisuap, YHI, Enmckon-emeput CackaTyHCbKMM

+ CeBepuH AkMmMwMH, YCBB, Enuckon-emeput Hblo-BecTMiHCTEPCHKMI
+ [laBua MoTiok, Enapx EAMOHTOHCbKMM

+ CtedaH XMminsap, €Enapx TOPOHTOHCbKUM



+ KeH HoBakiBcbkMM, Enapx Hbto-BecTMiHCTEpCbKMIA
+ bpaeH baraa, YHI, Enapx CackaTyHCbKMM



